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The role of the humanities in consolidating national
identity

Dr. Ahmed Hammoud Hatem Al-Mekhlafi

Assistant Professor- Center for Historical,
Archaeological, and Heritage Studies, Sana‘a University

Abstract

This study examines the role of the humanities in strengthening national
identity in Yemen amid the political divisions and armed conflicts that have
characterized the period from 2015 to 2025. It is based on the assumption that
the humanities—including history, philosophy, sociology, anthropology,
literature, and the arts—constitute a strategic instrument for fostering national
awareness and a shared sense of belonging. At the same time, they may
contribute to the reproduction of sub-national identities when subjected to
politicization or ideological manipulation.

The study employs descriptive-analytical, historical, and critical
approaches, drawing on a comprehensive review of relevant literature and
previous studies concerning national identity, education, media, and civil
society in Yemen. It explores the concept of national identity and its historical
and cultural foundations, the contribution of the humanities to shaping
collective consciousness, and the challenges facing national identity in the
context of war, political fragmentation, sectarian divisions, and the weakening
of educational and cultural institutions.

The findings indicate that the politicization of educational curricula and
media discourse, the rise of sub-national identities, and the decline of state
institutions have collectively weakened the inclusive national identity and
reinforced regional, tribal, and sectarian affiliations. The study further reveals
that education, media, and civil society function as dual-impact mechanisms:
they can promote national cohesion when grounded in citizenship, pluralism,
and shared values, or contribute to social fragmentation when driven by narrow
political agendas.

The study concludes that revitalizing the role of the humanities in
educational curricula, media discourse, and cultural policies is essential for
rebuilding national identity in Yemen. It also emphasizes the importance of
supporting research in history, anthropology, and cultural studies, as well as
encouraging youth initiatives and community-based programs that promote
citizenship, tolerance, and national belonging. Such efforts can contribute to
strengthening social cohesion, national unity, and long-term stability in Yemen.

Keywords: National Identity, Humanities, Yemen, Education, Media, Civil
Society, National Belonging, Social Cohesion.
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