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Islamic Studies between Academic Formation and the
Requirements of Religious and Social Reality

Dr. Abdullah Khamis Omair Bajham

Assistant Professor of Islamic Creed and Religions,
University of the Qur’an and Islamic Sciences, Yemen

Abstract

This study examines the current state of Islamic Studies and its role in
achieving integration between academic education and the requirements of the
contemporary religious and social context. It addresses the transformations of the
present era and the consequent need for a sound and balanced religious discourse
that combines authenticity with contemporary relevance and responds effectively
to societal issues and challenges. The study is grounded in the problem of a gap
between certain academic outcomes in Islamic Studies and the demands of real-
world contexts, resulting in limitations in applying theoretical knowledge and
practical skills to contemporary issues.

The study aims to assess the current state of academic education in Islamic
Studies, identify its shortcomings, and explore ways to develop curricula and
educational outcomes in a manner that enhances graduates’ effectiveness and their
ability to engage with contemporary religious and social developments. It adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach to examine the current state of academic education
and analyze its compatibility with the requirements of contemporary reality.

The study finds that some curricula continue to exhibit a gap between
theoretical grounding and practical application, while some graduates lack the
skills required to address contemporary societal challenges. It also identifies
limited integration between academic institutions and religious and community-
based institutions, which reduces opportunities for practical training and field
experience. The study further emphasizes that curriculum renewal is essential to
achieving a balance between the established foundations of the discipline and the
changing demands of the contemporary era.

The study recommends developing and restructuring curricula to incorporate
contemporary issues, integrating practical training and applied projects into Islamic
Studies programs, enhancing faculty members’ professional and pedagogical skills,
and strengthening partnerships among universities, religious institutions, and
community organizations. Such measures would contribute to preparing
academically qualified graduates capable of applying Islamic knowledge to
understand contemporary realities, address societal challenges, and contribute
effectively to community development.

Keywords: Islamic Studies; Academic Formation; Religious Realities; Social
Realities.
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